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and scarlet, met the bride, and so to the palace
at Kennington hard by Lambeth, where Katharine
was lodged until the sumptuous preparations for
the public marriage at St. Paul's were completed.
To give a list of all the splendours that preceded
the wedding would be as tedious as it is unnecessary ;
but a general impression of the festivities as they
struck a contemporary will give us a far better
idea than a close catalogue of the wonderful things
the Princess saw as she rode her white palfrey
on the 12th November through Southwark, over
London Bridge, and by Cheapside to the Bishop
of London's house adjoining St. Paul's. uAnd,
because I will not be tedious to you, I pass over
the wise devices, the prudent speeches, the costly
works, the cunning portraitures, practised and set
forth in seven beautiful pageants erected and set
up in divers places of the city. I leave also the
goodajy ballds, the sweet harmony, the musical
instruments, which sounded with heavenly noise
in every side of the street. I omit the costly
apparel, both of goldsmith's work and embroidery,
the rich jewels, the massy chains, the stirring
horses, the beautiful bards, and the glittering
trappers, both with bells and spaftgles of gold.
I pretermit also the rich apparel of the Princess,
the strange fashion of the Spanish nation, the
beauty of the English ladies, the goodly demeanour
of the young damosels, the amorous countenance of
the lusty bachelors. I pass over the fine engrained
clothes, the costly furs of the citizens, standing
upon scaffolds, railed from Gracechurch to St.
Paul's. What should I speak of the odoriferous
scarlets, and fine velvet and pleasant furs, and